Preparations for War,                        151
now advocated peace! Krishna comforted her by saying %
" Thus shall weep the wives of thy tormentors if they do
not listen to my counsel," and started in his far-
resounding chariot. He passed through a prosperous
country covered with cultivated fields, for it was the
month of October and the country had known no war
for years together under the rule of the Kauravas.
Hundreds of men flocked to see the great man on the
way. Bhishma and Drona and. princes and people came
out of Hastinapura to receive him. He drove through
decorated streets full of men and women anxious to have
a look at him who was believed to be an Avatara or in-
carnation of Vishnu. He reached the palace of Dhri-
tarashtra, but decided to stay for the night at the house
of Vidura The two friends passed the whole night in
conversation, talking on things past and present Hav-
ing bathed in the morning and performed the proper
religious duties, Krishna went to the council hall where
the blind monarch surrounded by his sons and council-
lors like Bhishma and Drona and princes assembled
from all parts of India were already present anxious to
hear him. The speech which the poet makes him
deliver is a masterpiece and was applauded by all, but it
fell flat on the ears of the infatuated Duryodhana. Dhri-
tarashtra admitted the force of all that he said and asked
him to bring his obdurate son to a sense of his duty on
this momentous occasion. Krishna now addressed
Duryodhana and described the iniquities of which h$ had
been guilty, and told him that the fate of thousands of
humaif beings trembled in the balance and would be dis-
posed of by his word. The proud prince was incensed